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opera

Act |

Two pilot culling schemes are uncer
way, but the BBC still won't face

the truth: our out-of-control badger
population is causing havoc

have a very strange Diary
this weck. [t starts off with
an allianee between the
BBC and badgers, and casls
doubt on both lhc BBC's
objectivity
For the organisali
supposed lo be our pubhc
service broa
very strange state
My story begins with

- avalid moan. The scrics
producer of Coun

Teresa Bogan, then responded
via BBC Complaints with

a fow sentenees of self-
justification - at which the
BBC s extremely good. Her

dtcrmined by a whole range
of editorial and I

note that Countryfile is a
‘show™, not a “progrs
Then came an angry

telephone call from a
evonian CRT farming

member: “Did you see

Conniryfile on May 52"

Thad to explain that I do not

normally wi “the show™,

dont kow any real
country people or naturali:

sed for e — and then
“You nmust see it | have just
seen John Craven interview
awoman from Ely. They
diel am item on hedgehogs.
The woman blamed the
decline of hedgehogs on road
casualties and the removal
rows. They made no
mention of predation by the
booring badger population.™
So | lnn\:ll 1o BI
Leould hardly believe it Wha
Teresa Bogan say earlier?

geography and the overall mix
of items on the show.” Please

seography and the
availability of presenters™, Oh
yes. So what did that edition

of Countryfile feature? ltwas | Too much of a good
ccial programme from | thing? Robin insists
C Audwhere | badger
are the CRT's headquarters? harming hedgehogs
hire. And where is | and other wildife

known farm?

Scott live? Cambridgeshire.
And did the CRT geta un.ulmn
inits 20th anniversary yea

No. it did not, And one ollh::
items was indeed al

hedgehog release. el s

hedgehoss 10 John Craven

Did the CRT
get a mention
inits 20th
arnmiversary
year? It

did not

was the excellent Rebecea
Willers from the Shepreth
Wildlife Park - she oo was
featured in my last Diary.
O the programme slm
atiribuled hedgehog
10 road kills and loss .,r
hedgerows, and then it wa
clear lo e thal she had been
edited. Tknow thai Rebecea
believes badgers are sen‘eus
predators of hedgehogs

the would not et the CiT put
hedgehogs on Lark Rise Farm
Boctush of the local baclgers.

1 telephoned her. *Yes,”

mentioned
badgers
anl faclor in
hedgehog decline several
times and it was edited
ouL.”™ So there we have it

Bz

- Countryfile changing the
:.Auq- 1o avoid IhL]F 15, OF SO
it secs. Didl John Craven
sitidly by as this was edited
out? If he had doubts about
the impact of badgers while
hewas in Ely, he could
Pk walliad o Topping and
Compary - surely one of the
best bookshops in Britain

~ to buy Hrufgerby Pm
‘Tunothy Roper, or T

Hedgehog Book, Ivmel P1l
Morris (Whittel Buoks).

In my view, this is hi
seleetive editing, | will leave it
up to readers - is the badger
ulpl)

oria
the Disneyficatio otoature?1
would love 1o read your vie

it seems to be litthe short of
l-rights

hierarchy
1 1o do about this
ble situation?

Alt
Diary I was i
stories coneerning the impact
of the huge badger population,
rowing [rom 50000 o morc
than one millon i 30 years.

e e, the
Bodgchog | 'pn|vu|ntmn has
phu maore tha

300 Illml lult..-uth.m a
million. Yes, Mr Brock finds
Mrs Tiggy-winkle a delicious
meal. Hedgehogs are not the
only sufferers; ground-nesting

RS
£ Jormise are n dange,

as frogs, loads, bumblebees.
and honeybees, Lam ot being
B lger. They are
beautiful animals - there are
simply oo nguy of hen
veck, Ivisiled

cLum s
Chais hey produce honey,
cercals, rape and sheep. 11 has
d-flower headlands, pollen
el neetar strips and birdsecd
banks. Goorge’s 47 bechives
produce more than 1.5 tons of

wore than 40 entrances.
Similarly. he has some
wonderful wel pasturc by the
River Cherwell, part of a
Breeding Wml:r Project.

and redshansk and i+
1o control foxes, erows and

Tn my view it is not objectivity:

magpies - but he can do

e is nol even
allowed to disturb the culprits.
g, Resulls
from lnlm\d shnw that
with badger eulling, bovine
tuberculosis (TB) can be
significantly reduced. Cattle on
4 closed dairy fanu in Dorset
~ “clascd” mieaning that no
cattle have moved on to the.
f‘\ml: has been closed for
ave suddenly

Somerset ¢
and reles
{illeal) with na concern for
the eonserquences. This also
‘means that healthy Dorset
Dadgers will get T, I is an
act of stupi q{qml eruclly. as
I1.ulnsw|len hose misguided
hooligans released mi

Tandscapes of Britain i
Impossibic to get 2 balance
between predator and prey or
to comtrol disease without
active manipulation of species.
Those at the sharp cnd of

i those at
the lop of the tree who make
the public statements. [tall

ar modern
Britain has drifted away from
the land, nature and reality. T
believe Cotntryfile is

encouraging s process.
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En route to great getaways

Inthe first of a

series on savings,
Emma Lunn has
holidays mapped

Multi-function stand mixer

Only £129.99 inc p&p
-save £170onrrp

With a powerful 650W motor, this
stand mixer from Cooks Prafessional

will create a whole range of delicious, i i

homemade food. It is ideal for preparing wpm?:?mg

meadh:puqh gasla mir::e cake m'llll,‘ there are plenty of w.ir,g

smoothies, and sauces. It comes wi

arange Q'Ltarracnments toinspire you “w = 'M ’mti:e bt

as

mincing attachment and pasta discs. Start !IWI]

It also includes a 1-litre blending jug, better than easier if yor

allowing you to crush ice and create havea gual s dumlu whem

smoathies, sauces and marinades. half-price you want to go and print off a

The large S-litre mixing bow is great Emlugnmdofmglsmun‘aulgm ©

m;;u:mmqﬁm pia s-::ulm saving for. Smartphone app

without spillage, and six s ings rSavelt (orsaveil.com) —
make mixing, whipping, whisking leulates the average Lmuw-:mum-uumm-d-n—urnnwmmqh

and kneading quick and easy. Mains person spends £2,891 on

red, the stand mixer has a t = DIY versus package Buy i froe?
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Fom ABS piastic, the whisk and bow ‘maney you save somelimes food are all ical bills abroad can be | de of The sile works
are made from stainless steel and the when you forgo a coffee, Tliuiad Bl yon easai | asionsinice). Toashient ios oul exactly how much
mincer, dough hook and mixing beater taxi ete. The app emails a | money using the DIY route | a broken legin the US can | currency you will receive for
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